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No.6/63/60-4, 10
Government of India
Ministry of Education

pefo |
New Delhi, the lffé 06

R, 2 From '
o Shri D,N, Tiwari
: : e Under Secretary to the Govt. of India.
Al '
e To
W \w\t* A1l State Governments,
' -Subi- Research & Publication Cormittee = 30th meeting
"held in New Delhi 1h July, 1960 - Resolution
regarding formlatlon of publication schemes for
State Archives - Recormendation to compile
descriptive lists,
. ok AR AR K AR K -
Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith an extract
from the proceedings of the Thirtileth meeting of the
Research and Publication Committee of ;ﬁélgﬁdian Historical
Rocords Comrission held in -New Delhi on the 8th July, 1960
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for necossary action. The‘aé‘ion taken in the matter
may kindly be intimated to the Director, National
_Archives of India whe is also the Secrctary of the :
-Indian Historical Recoydqycommission,.at an garly date,

Yours faithfully,

<

(Do TIWARI)
Under Secretary to the Govt, of India,

Ey forwarded to the Director, National
Archives of India, New Delhi with reference to his
- lette;‘Ne‘ 5—3/66.0 dated the 22nd Septerbor, 1960,
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(D.N, TIWARI)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India,
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RESEARCH & PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

» ‘Extracts from the Proceedings of the Thirtieth Meeting
New Delhi, 8 July, 1960.

The thirtieth meeting of the Research and Publication
Commlittee was held at the National Archives of India, New Delhl on
8 July, 1960 with Shri P,N, Kirpal, Educational Adviser to the
Government of India in the Chair, : :

X X X X - S X
5, Resolution by Shri N,B, Roy re: publication of State Recas

"The Committee strongly recommends to those State Govern-
ments that have not so far drawn up any publicatlon programme of
nistorieal records within their respective custody to formulate 1t
immediately in their programme,

It furtlier recommends that if the Archives in the aforesaid
States be not well organized for implementation of such programme,
they be pleased to assign such work to the respective Universities
within their jurisdiction". '

 Explanatory pote, States like Bombay, Hyderabad, Madras, Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar have done laudable work in this field, but there
are other States, e,g. West Bengal and Assam which do not appear to
have chalked ouf any programme of publicatlon, theough the records
at their disposal from a large mass, are of a varied character, and
of great national importance,

GRS e T | S ok X X

Secretary's note, At its first meeting held in 1942, the Committee
fmpressed upon the then Provincial and State Governments the need
for undertaking a well articulated publication programme following
the lead given by the Central Government, The matter was reempha-
sised by the Committee at its 19th meeting held 1n December, 51,
The zction taken by the various Governments in this behalf has been
recorded in the §?oceedings of the Indian Historical Records Commi-
ssior, Volume XIX, Part I (pages 47-48), This was relterated

again By the Committee at its 28th meeting held In Decenbor, '58,

- Generally, it may be stated that all the leading record offices now
- have publication programmes of their own West Bengal, whose name has
been specially mentioned im the Explanatory note, is going ahead
with a very important press-listing programme,

The general trend of the various publication programmes
indicated above seems to be in favour of reproduction of full texts
of a necegsarily limited number of documents selected from one or
more collections. The evident object is to make readily avallable
to the student at a distance whatever significant archival material
“may be found in the different repositories in India and thus to
render unnecessary his visits to the repositories, away from his
home. Laudable as the object is, it is doubtful if it will ever be
possible to realise it in full, The recent accumulations in most
of the repositories are too immense 1n bulk to be capable of being
covered by our publication prograrme however vigorously and effi-
ciently puwrsucd, -Selection amianalysis, let alone textual editing,
is a tremendously slow process, and the trained staff needed for -
this purposc is extremely difficult to get, To attach simultancous-

1y all the important series in a record office is a task which few
" repositories have resources to undertake, The Public Record Office,
London, after more than sizty years work has hardly completed pub-
1ication of the medieval p:gdtion only of one set of records and
scarcely touched the others, The Historical Manuscript Cormission,
inspite of its 200 volumes, has been able to attack only a small
proportion of famlly reéorés of first class importance and finds -
itsclf deploring the slow progress of those 1t has in homd, . 2n=
terprices taken up In this country lmveby no means been productive
of more spectacular results, 5 T'Or' .
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: : Time has therefore come when the entire position ought to
© .bg‘reviewed and it is to be decided whether the Record Offices

the country should be permanently committed to the textual publica~-

tion programmes followirg the traditional pattern, or whether they i
shoulg ngt rather restr'%t the scoge of qu% u llcgt on onl§ %o 7.
very .special cases, while 1a§1né greater emphgs s on-the compila- ~
tion of descriptivé lists and gtiides which may be of more practi-
cal use to the student at a distance, S

Mov his resolution Shri N,B, Roy said that far
the first-par%ngf ﬁ?s resolu%gon was concorngd h%s main igteggigg
was to draw the attention of the Research and Publication oo
Committee_to the_vast wgalth of %aterials that were available-in
the West Bsn%al Record Office, These records which started %rom
the East India Company's early rule, threw important light on the
social, economic: and pollitical aspetts not ongy of Bengal but of
the whole of India,  There were only two ways b which these .
materialg ¢ 74 be brought within the reach of the research.
scholars, One was by publis in% selections from these records.
%nd second by greﬁarin descriptive lists of them, Ag far.asii. -
& wis aware® the West Bengal Government was publishing press-
1ists of Land Revenue records only. _The cmphasis theTrelore,
agpeared to be only on onc aspect, There was a strong need for
the WéstrBenéal Government to work out a well articulated publi-
cation progrimme, _ L e ot

Shri I,R, Khadgewaty said that most of the members were

gerhaps_not aware of the miserable plight of the records in the
tates archivese The places where the records were-usually

placed by most of the State Governments, were not repositories
in the correct sense of the terms, but 11xe godowns, where :
records were stacked in heaps, - What was more impor%ant was that
the Record Office must have a good building and adequate arrangé=-
nents for proper housing, maintenance and‘preservation of records
in its custody,. Prepara%ion of descriptive 1ists of these records
and other refarence media should then follow, All this would take
time., Besides, most of the State Governments could not provide
~adequate funds for meeting even these essential nminimum require-
ments of their Record Offices, Scholars should reallse the genuine
diffi culties of the Record Offices, But if there were song, Univer-
sities and institutions who on their own initiative were willing to
undertake any publication programic, he was sure the State Record
Offices would extend fullest co-opeFfation to them.

: Supporting Shri Khadgavat Dr, Bisheshwar Prasad ¢ 1d that
the records in West Bengal and Assam were not properly housed, More
important thing, thercfore, was chat theyshould acquire good build-
ings first before they underfook any publication programme. :

Shri N.B, Roy said he had no complaint against the
_arrangenent of rocords in the West Bengal Record Office, What he
wanted to stress in his resolution was that the State Recqrd-Office
should forrmulats = programme for publication of records in its
custody, If the State Govt, was not in a position to undertake the
responsibility, there were a number of Universities in Bengal which,

he was sure, would bec willing to take up the work,

Shri @ N, Chandra, Kceper of Records of West'Beﬁgai
Government said that it vould be better to *publish descriptive
lists than selections fron records,

The following amemded resolution, which was moved by
the Chair, was passeds

: Rggg]gt;gn IV, The. Committee stronsly recommends that
those State Governments that have not so- far drawn up “amy pro-
gegrme -for publication of their reccords,. may formulate 1t as

cally as possible and that in thesc prograries strong emphaslis
should be placedon the compilation of descriptive 1ists rather
than of texts in gxteonso. : s
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