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h&o\ ,\\ N, BONHAM-CARTER, Esa., 1.C.S,

Inspector-General of Police, Eastern Bengal and Assam,

e N Dated Shiliong; the /Z- October Hﬁo7
, r\ 3 _.'/
Sig, )/

ith reference to your Reminder No.3663 J, dated

N 4 the 4th October 1909, inviting attention to your letter

Q 92 question of supply of transport to all Militery Police 1
Bat ta‘.lixﬁj‘i]: kssem, I have the honour to say that I am com- . i
sulting Cormandants on the su’::;}ect and my report will be
submitted to you after considering the replies.

E

{ hape the henour. i'rO be,

Sir,

Your maest obadzenf semn#,

Wi

I"'m!' General of Police,

Beugal ard As.ga,m : i
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J*mﬂfnspectos ~General of Pelice, Easiern Bengnl and Assam,

/ﬁ&; r 7% "-'(

To
Tue SECRETARY 10 T GOVERNMENT o
EASTERN BENGAL axp ASSAM,
JupiCiel _ DEPARTMENT.
Y R
Dated Shillong, the e Decenber 197.
SIR,
P e With reference ¢ your Remincer Nui4Z99 J', catec
VL 57 o
SR 4 the 3rd December 1909, inviting attention to your letter
|  No:2683 J datedc the 28th July 1909 regarcing the propousec
. U scheme for the supply of transport to Military Pulice
Battalions I have the honour to say lhat the matter is
!
under the consiceration of the Inspsctor General of Police.
I have the honur to . be.
8ir.
Your nost ohecient servant,
' . Persunai Assistanmt to the
Inspector Generai of Police,
_ﬁ, Eastern Bengal anc Astan.
L,/!/ L
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From
N. BONHAL[-CAI—I._TER, Esa., 1.CS.,

Inspector-General of Police. Easiern Bengal and Assam,

To f/éu/

THL SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or
EASTERN BENGAL asp ASSAM,

,.,Q wihecn! ___ DEPARTMENT.

.(
//2 r, Aprll. Jﬁ%

Dated Shillong, the

SiIg,

In continustion of this office letter No
22123 I) dated the 10th December 1909, regarcing the propotﬂz
scheme for the supply of transport to Military Police Battalions g
I have the honmour to inform you that replies have been received s
from commandants of the Military Police battalions and there has
been some delay in dealing with thcm) a8 I have referred back to
commandant® for the opinion of the Deputy Commisioner of Nagsa Hills

and the Suporintendent, Lushai Hill,.

I have the honour o be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

J Attt 2

%Inspector General of Police.
7,Eastern Bengul ard Assam
(
"
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Notes and Orders; / oS

A copy of note xritten‘by ¥Mr. P. Angey.

dated the 19th April 1911, addressed to the
Inspector General of Police.,

As requested I _ive my views oa the subject
of wule tragsport for what they may be worth., I
have had experience of the Naza hills, Iushai
nille and XNorth Cachar hills.

In the Lushai hills Xairuma expedition of 1895-
96,1 was Transport officer wi.h the Aijal colu@n.
Three columns - one from Aijal in the -§. Lushai
hills, one from Lungléigh in the S. Lushai hills,

and one from For( White in the Chin hills opera-

ted against the "VU" group of chiefs of whom Kai- /Ag
ruma was the priancipal and his village was the
first objective of the expeditions and all three
columns concentrated there on Christmas day 1895.] From
Forpe-Waite Aljal to Kairuua was O days march. Frion
Fort White I think the same and from Lungleigh solae -
what'lesg. The first four days marceh out of Aijal
where we made ouy best for supplies(I forget the
name) there were more or less mmule (?) roads or

tracks. Beyond that there were no roads and in

=

barts the countiry very—cifiicult . With the Aija

e

column we.had 300 fighting wen and 2 guns. We had

enti?ely cooly transport nu.be :ing I think 350 nmepn
cogsisting of Khasias,Nepalese,Kukis and Xacha Hapas.,
Thé Lungleizh column also had cooly transport all
Santhalis, but the Chin Jills people had mule trahs-

port with Panthe drivers. It is exceedingly dif|fi-

b

cult to get men"to volunteer for service as cooliles

; i
in these expeditions and practically 4/5ih of our

e e e S .
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Noles anid Orders.

lour coolies had been forcibly impressed. I mys&lIf =

i
Nagas in Cachar, On the way up to the hills bet-
{ Lot :
\ween Dvabard f- cholera broke out auaongst them

_land several died and others had to be abandoned

on the way, having one oytwo healthy ones to look

after them,as we could not delay. . Between Aija_l ,
?and our base of supplies about 6 or 7 fell ill

2 of whom were afterwards foundﬁdea?émd probably
ithe others met a si4ui£l.ar fate. Between our base
:oi‘ supplies and Kairuma ghe plizht of our cooiies
:or those who became ill was pitiable in the extrems
We were going through a country absolutely bare

' of supplies and could o & af ford to abandon a

' gingle bag of grain, we could not abandon the sick

cooly to e cut to pieces by Lhe eneny and 80 how-

' ever si & he was he simply had to go on and carry |
his load with him, and of the methods adopted I l
had rather not speak. These were not knowmn or reaiia
zed by the Pol: officer or the Mily: officers witli
the advan e guard and main body, but as I 'wasAal- ,
Way s «ith the rear guard and baggage guard I not ,
only saw it all but had to direct it. Then at ll
least a dozen of thewm tumed out 10 be anight- :
blind and ihe trouble we had in guding tl;.hem g
through oad and precipitous paths after night- I
fazll was very great. The result was that though [I
the .uain body of th e column would reach camp at 45
ar 5§ R the last of the baggage guard with the i

coolies came straggliné in at about l0p.m. A= thet

Lushais had been at all en igrorising they could

)

have p:licked of f scores at their.en~<-The columns

o

halted for some time at Kairuna, but the wretched
coolies got no rest. While every one else halted

I had to start back wiih a convoy at dawn on the

20th Dec: to our pase for more supplies and I

————
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I did this Journey wackwards anc forwards 9 timep wi thout
a dz—;ty‘s rest ‘a.nd I can safely asseri that there
were very few whno would not willingly have given 3
up all the pay and oatia they had earned in ordel
L0 be _regl‘éae'd from the work. The“again o omat
be reuembered that exceptl the _Hepaleae all the
coolies employed on this and other expeditions
were more oyless hajoitual meat eaters but we caf
supply themn with dz(? rations and I found that afier a
time their longing for meat and their sufferings

for want of it became very acute so wmuch so that ,

I was forced 46 on my own responsibility to

disobey the strict orders of the Pol: officer

and shot for their benefit some of the seni-

domesticated M”E‘ofound in the ountry and when

I &Ld this, theﬁ' way they fell upon the carcase \
, and scraped it of every ounce of meatl in a few
minutes was a wonde ful sight. iy experience on
. this expedition” has sel me dead against cooly
transport both freom a humanitarian and utilitarign
point of view. As I have already said the.Chin

Hills column, who had to operate- over similar but

bl |
ct

gomewhat less difficult country had mule transpoi
with Panthay drivers. 1 took the oppnortunrity

of compa ringyd notes with them regardi:g transport.

The‘yrzola me they found no difficulty at all WitT & ¢
i ' thelr mules and would certainly never have excha?ged
5 A
£ them for our coolies. I forge. what loads the | G.Z’

miles carried out I know it was very considera‘oll
and enabled the column to carry ample supplies
and thus dispense very greatly, if not altogethe‘z:’
with sending back convoys to bring back more ‘ -

) supplies. or

I do not venture any opinion on the general

iméaﬂéé.tion of forming = mule transport coi‘ps, but |
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saw of wule transport.

employed by the Burma Govit.

&

| I can only give my own experience with cooly

transport on a fairly large scale and of what I

I think, but I am not

certain thnat mule transport is still very largely
for their M.P. batta

lions and I would suggest'that Govt. be asked to

give us the benefit of this expefiehce.
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