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[No. 10.]

DIARY of Masor H. St. P. MaxweLr, Political Agent, Manipur, from 15th to 21st
November 1891.

15th November, Sunday.—At Manipur Sura Chandra Singh, the only son of the
ex-Mahdrdja Sura Chandra Singh, died to-day from small-pox. The deceased, a lad of
14 years of age, had never been vaccinated.

Some educated lunatics in England do not believe in the efficiency of vaccination
as a protection from small-pox. In the whole 43rd regiment here, including women and
children, only cne person, a havild4r, had not been vaccinated , he alone has been attacked
and succumbed to the disease.

16th November, Monday.—Employed with slave cases all the morning. Two
villages of Kuki slaves came in with their masters to complain.

The slaves say they are badly treated, and are kept in poverty by the exactions of the
headmen. They do not object to ordinary work, such as cutting dhdn, building houses,
&c., but they wish to be relieved from paying heavy taxes on the marriage of their
children, on he birth of a child, and again when their m asters marry or have children
born. Oue man had the further complaint that his father had been killed some years
back by a rival tribe, and his master declined to revenge his death, but had patched up a
peace. 1 warned the headmen that unless they treated the slaves kindly, I would remove
the slave villages to the other end of the valley, and until further orders marriage and
birth taxes must cease. I was unable to do more at present, as I have no police to see
my orders obeyed, and I feared the slaves might be ill-treated if 1 insisted on their
immediate release.

I warned the whole tribe that raids will be severel y punished.

Marched in evening to Sengmai en route up the Kohima road to inspect outposts and
arrange for fodder for transport animals as far as Mao.

The road to Sengmai was in good order and well bridged,

17th November, Tuesday.—Marched to Kaitamabi. The bridle-path is very rough
and has been much cut up by the transport elephants. Sent for the headmen of neap
villages, but they did not come in until late in the evening.

18th November, Wednesday.—Marched to Myangkhong. The road is fairly level
and in good order. The dhdn in the small valleys is ripening, and a little is already cut ;
the outturn is good.

Inspected guard of two non-commissioned officers and 15 rifles, 43rd Gurkha
Infantry.

E:g;.mined site of the graves of Messrs. Melville and O'Brien of the Telegraph
Department, killed here on the 25th and 26th March last, and found it well cared for.
Beiore the memorial stone over the grave of the late Chief Commissioner and his
companions is erected, I would propose removing the remains of Messrs. Melville and
O’Brien and plaeing them in that grave. It will be some years before the stone is erected,
as, until the cart-road is open, it cannot be transported to Manipur. The inscription on
the stone should include the name of Mr. Melville.

Arranged with the villagers of Myangkhong and neighbourhood to collect grass for
the transport cattle at 4 annas a maund. The grass is plentiful now, but when the
frosts commence will become dried up. The Myangkhong headmen asked permission to
rebuild village on the old site, as the people had been living in the jungles since April
last, when the village was burnt for the share it took in the murder of Messrs. Melville
and O’Brien.

i told the headmen I would visit the site of the old village on my return and issue
orders.

19th November, Thursday.—Marched to Kairong. The road was in excellent order.
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was working on the Mao-Manipur road throughout the rains, and deserves great eredit
for his industry and perseverance over difficulties. The road to Maitepham was in
splendid order.

On 5th August last, two Manipuri dak-wallahs were murdered between Kairong and
Maitepham and their scalps taken. No clue to the murderers has as yet been found,
though suspicion fell on the Maram N4ga village as being close to the place of occur-
rence, and also to the fact that this village has always been troublesome to the late
Durbar, I ordered the headmen of Maram to meet me, and they came in the evening.
They denied all participation in the murders, and I told them I would never drop the
subject, and as the men were killed on their village land they wonld be held responsible.
The headmen said they would institute further enquiries, but the only thing now is to
fine the village heavily, as there is not the slightest doubt some Maram people committed

the deed. I will wait until the transport cease running and then take the matter in
hand.

The dhdn crop has been excellent.

Arranged with villagers to sell grass to the Transport Department at 4 annas a
maund.

21st November, Saturday.—Marched to Makhel. Arranged with villagers to sell
grass as above, also explained to them that they would have to pay house tax at Rs. 8
a house, and now was the time for them to make money. The people looked savage and
dirty, and have been on several occasions punished by the late Tangal General.

The area under cultivation increases considerably after Maitepham and the country
becomes more open and healthy. The transport stage at Maitepham was in a deplorable
condition, the hospital was quite full, and most of the men at work looked wretched.

I hope to meet Mr. Watts, Superintending Engineer, Nichuguard-Manipur cart-road
to-morrow at Kuzama.

Kuzama, H. St. P. MAXWELL,
The 22nd November 1891. Political Agent.

4,8, Press (Jud cial) No. 77—50—31-13-91,
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