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No. 2,764, dated Shillong, the 20th December, 1877.
From—T. J. MurrAy, Esq., ¢.8., Assistant-Secretary to the Chief Commigsioner of Assam,

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department.

REFERRING to the correspondence ending with this office letter No. 2,609, dated 20th
November, 1877, to your address, regarding the survey operations to be carried on during
the present cold season to the north and north-east of the district of Lakhimpur, I am

directed to request that you will be goed encugh to move His Excellency the Viceroy and
Governor-General in Council to sanction the grant of a sum of Rs. 2,500 for the purpose
of defraying the cost of provisions, carriage, &e., cn account of the guard whichis to
accompany the party.

9. The expenditure cn this acccunt incurred during the field season of 1876-77
amounted to Rs. 1,766-3, and was sanctioned in your letter No. 5551, dated 9th Novem-
ber, 1877, but the cperations during the present season are likely to be more extended -
than the previous year’s operations, and a somewhat larger sum is therefore now asked for;
but due care will be taken that the strictest econcmy is practiced in expending the maoney.
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No. 2,003, dated Calcutta, the 12th Decémber, 1877.
- From—MAsor-GENERAL H, L. THUILLIER, 0.8.1., Surveyor-General of India
To—The Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam.
I mavE the honour to forward, in continuation of my telegraph message of this day’s

date, copy of a letter, as per margin, from Lieutenant R. G.
Woodthorpe, r.E., in charge of the exploration and survey

1

" Mo, 54, dated 1st December, 1877,

- party in North Assam, from which it appears that he is unable to procure porterage for

the baggage of his'military escort, and that his work and progress are therefore certain to
be retarded, and I would earnestly solicit the Chief Commissioner’s intervention, so as to

- secure the prompt aid and co-operation of the loeal Civil authorities in furnishing

porterage, - &c., for the party under Lieutenant Woodthorpe, which that officer is quite
ncompetent to provide for a military or police escort, in addition to his own survey
requirements.

2. The Chief Commissioner is doubtless aware that these survey explorations are

most costly, and without proper progress, we can never hope for any return commensurate
with the outlay.

Copy of letter No. 5A., dated- North Laklimpur, the 1st December, 1877, from Lieutenant R. G.
Wood thorpe, ®.E., tn Charge, North Bralmaputra Survey, to the Surveyor-General of India.

I AvE the honour to inform you of my arrival, with Mr. Robert, at this place on the 29th ultimo.
“We were detained two and a half days at Dhunsirimukh, owing to the snagging and sinking there of
one of the flats in tow of the-Mirzapore.

‘ 2. 1 find on arrival here that no earriage whatever is procurable for the escort in the hills. As
I informed you in my No. 1A., dated 19th November, 1877, Colonel Keatinge left all arrangements
for this to me. Having failed to get any Khésias beyond what T required for my own party, either
through my own exertions or the Deputy-Commissioner, I telegraphed to Colonel Comber, of
Nowgong, asking him to engage Mikirs. He said he should require at least ten days, to which
agreed; but this morning T hear from him that he engaged a certain number, but they were unwilling
to come to the north bank, and, without the orders of the Chief Commissioner, he could not send them
to me. Consequently, we must go into the hills with the men we have. Our progress will necessarily
be only slow, and I am afraid a large outturn canndt be expected.

3. We (i.., Lieutenants Harman, 5., Maxwell, Assistant-Commissioner, and myself) propose
to march for Pathalipam, at the foot of the hills, on the 3rd, and there make our final arrangements for
entering the hills. Mr. Robert will remain here for a fow days to sketch in the lower range from

clearances in the neighbouthood, as it will be impossible to sketch their southern slopes from the hills
themselves. :

4. My address here is “North Lakhimpur.” Letters addressed to Lakhimpur oniy are frequentiy

-missent to Dibrugarh.
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No. 2,754P., dated Fort William, the 14th December, 1877.
From—T. J. CaicnrELE-Prowpey, Esq., Offg. Under-Secretary to the Government of India; Foreign Dept,
To—The Chief Commissioner of Assam. ‘
IN reply to your Secretary’s letter No. 2,609, dated 20th November, 1877, I am directed to sa
that the word “ Dibong” in the concluding sentence of paragraph 2-of this office letter No. 2,526.P,
dated 6th November, 1877, was copied by mistake for “ Dihong,” which latter word is correct.







No. 2,808, dated Shillong, the 24th December, 1877,
From—T. J. MuRrAY, E50., ¢.5., Assistant-Secrefary to the Chief Commissioner of Asgam,
To—The Surveyor-G eneral of India. .

WitH reference to your letter No. 2,003, dated 12th December, 1877, and enclosure, I am to say
that the Chief Commissioner regrets to hear of the difficulties which Lieutenant Woodthorpe has met
with, owing to the want of coolie-carriage for his escort, and of the possible obstruction which may
consequently ensue to the success of the survey operations. Every assistance in their power has,
howaever, the Chief Commissioner believes, been given readily by the district anthorities to Lieutenant
Woodthorpe.

2. I am to explain that the difficulty in procuring a sufficient number of coolies from the Khési
Hills arose from the heavy drain on this source of supply on account of the expedition to the Naga
Hills, for which purpose all the available coolies had been already engaged. The Mikirs whom the
Deputy-Commissioner of Nowgong endeavoured to procure for Lieutenant Woodthorpe refused
absolutely to engage for employment on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, and the Chief Commis-
sioner did not think himself justified in directing their being sent there by force,—especially as, being
a timid and unenterprising racs, they would probably have been of no use, and would have run away
at the first opportunity. The Chief Commissioner trusts that Lieutenant Woodthorpe may have been
able to supplement his requirements from natives of the neighbourhood of his operations.




